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Letter Rhymes is designed to empower parents, to help them lay a firm
foundation for their children to learn to read successfully*.

Parents, grandparents, friends, older siblings, etc. can

 Help children identify the initial sound in words (phonemic
awareness) – just find the pictures on each page.

 Extend children’s vocabulary, and general knowledge, through
interesting conversations and researching together to find answers to
their questions – just talk about the pictures.

 Learn the most common sound of each letter, as opposed to its name
or the many possible sounds (introductory phonics).

It is multisensory:

 Trace the letter – start at the dot, follow the arrows.

 Make the shape of the letter with hands or body – “Can you find the
picture or pictures of the child doing this? Can you do it? Can
Grandpa do it? At least one is impossible, even if you have a twin!”

The aim is to help children learn the key skills above in an interesting and
engaging way, so that they can be successful when they come to learn to
read.

It is important when you read the rhymes to say the sound of the letter, not
its name.

E.g., /a/ (not “ay”) is for apple … /mmmm/ (not “em”) is for mountain …

Make sounds long wherever possible – /mmm…/ not /muh/;
/nnn…/ not /nuh/; /fff…/ not /fuh/; /vvv…/ not /vuh/; /lll…/ not /luh/;
/rrr…/ not /ruh/; /sss…/ not /suh/; /zzz…/ not /zuh/.

If children already know the name of a letter, just say something like,
“That’s good. That’s the name of the letter. Do you remember its sound?”

Most importantly, go at your child’s pace and follow their interests. If they
are enjoying it, they will be learning. Keep sessions short. Try to stop just
before they lose interest. Don’t make it too formal, just have fun together.

* Dr Ken Rowe, Committee Chair of The National Inquiry into the Teaching of Literacy conducted in
Australia in 2005, listed five features of a successful reading program - phonemic awareness (the
ability to hear and manipulate the sounds in oral language), phonics (the relationships between
letters and sounds), fluency, vocabulary and text comprehension. He also stressed the importance
of parents reading to their children, especially during the formative preschool years

Rowe, K., 2006, Teaching Reading: Findings from the National Inquiry,
https://research.acer.edu.au/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1030&context=resdev



“Back and round, top and down.”

Can your child find these words starting with an /a/ sound?

a (apple / bite the apple), abseil, acrobats, ambulance, anchor, antlers,

ants, arrows (two sorts of arrows), astronaut, avocados, axe (US ax)

Remember, always use the sound of the letter, not its name.





“Top to bottom, up and round.”

Can your child find these words starting with a /b/ sound?

b, balloon, banana, bat, bat and ball, bear with cubs, bee, beetle, bird,

boy on bike/bicycle, boomerang, bucket, butterfly

Remember, always use the sound of the letter, not its name.





“Back and round.”

Can your child find these words starting with a /k/ sound (“c” for cat)?

c (stroke the cat / curly /k/), camel and calf, candles, car and caravan,

carrots, cat, caterpillar, clock, clouds, clown, cogs, crab, cricket,

crocodile, cub

Remember, always use the sound of the letter, not its name.





“Back and round, top and down.”

Can your child find these words starting with a /d/ sound?

d (Bang the drum with your drumstick.), Dalmatian dog, dancers, dice,

didgeridoo, dinosaur, doll, dolphins, donkeys, dragon, dragonfly,

duckling, ducks

Remember, always use the sound of the letter, not its name.





“Left to right, back and round.”

Can your child find these words starting with an /e/ sound?

e, echidna, egg hatching, elephant with calf, elbow, elk, elves, end road

work sign, engine (steam traction engine), entertainers, Eskimos (but,

nowadays we usually say Inuit), excavator, exercise, exit sign

Remember, always use the sound of the letter, not its name.





“Back, round and down, across.”

Can your child find these words starting with a /ffff/ sound?

f (The fishing rod bends when you catch a big fish.), fan, feathers,

feet, fire, fire trucks and fire fighters, fish, five, flowers, flute, frog,

funny faces

Remember, always use the sound of the letter, not its name.





“Back and round, down and round.”

Can your child find these words starting with a /g/ sound?

g, galahs, garden, gate, girl with guineapig, glider, globe, greedy goat

gobbles grapes, green grass, goose, gorilla, grasshopper, guitar

Remember, always use the sound of the letter, not its name.





“Top to bottom, up and over.”

Can your child find these words starting with a /h/ sound?

h (hop), hands/handshake, hang glider, harp, hat, head (Easter Island),

heart, helicopter, hives, hook, horses, huskies, hydrofoil

Remember, always use the sound of the letter, not its name.





“Top to bottom, then the dot.”

Can your child find these words starting with an /i/ sound?

i (Remember the dot.) igloo, iguana, ill, inches, India, Indian* (Native

American/Indigenous) chief, infant, ink, insects (ant, bee, butterfly,

dragonfly, fly, ladybird/lady beetle/US ladybug, praying mantis), inside

(a tent)

* “/i/ for Indian, an American Indian chief, or …” (Preferred terms nowadays vary.)





“Down and round, then the dot.”

Can your child find these words starting with a /j/ sound?

j, jacket, jar of jam, jeep, jelly babies, jelly beans, jellyfish, jet,

jigsaw, joey, joker, jug, juggle/juggler, juice, jump

Remember, always use the sound of the letter, not its name.





“Down, down, down.”

Can your child find these words starting with a /k/ sound (kicking kangaroo)?

k (kicking /k/), kangaroos, karate, kayaks, key, kick, king, kite, kitten,

kiwi, kiwi fruit, koalas, kookaburras

Remember, always use the sound of the letter, not its name.





“Top to bottom.”

Can your child find these words starting with an /lllll/ sound?

l (like a tall, thin lamppost), ladybird (or lady beetle, US ladybug), lake,

lambs, legs, lighthouse, lightning, lion, lips, lizard, lyrebird

Remember, always use the sound of the letter, not its name.





“Top to bottom, up and over, up and over.”

Can your child find these words starting with an /mmmm/ sound?

m, magnet, magnifying glass, masks, match, microscope, milk, moon,

mountain (Cradle Mountain, Tasmania), mouse, mushrooms

Remember, always use the sound of the letter, not its name.





“Top to bottom, up and over.”

Can your child find these words starting with an /nnnn/ sound?

n (noise), nail, nativity set, neck, needle, nest, net, nib, nine, nose, notes

(music notes), numbat, numbers, nuts

Remember, always use the sound of the letter, not its name.





“Back and round.”

Can your child find these words starting with an /o/ sound?

o (Can you change the /o/ into an orange?), observatory, octagon (stop

sign), octopus, olives and olive oil, opera house, oranges, origami, Oscar

the octopus, ostrich with chicks, otters, oxen

Remember, always use the sound of the letter, not its name.





“Top to bottom, up and round.”

Can your child find these words starting with a /p/ sound?

p, panda, parachutes, peacock, peas, pelican, penguin with chick, piano,

pig and piglet, pineapple, plane and pilot (?), planets, platypus

Remember, always use the sound of the letter, not its name.





“Back and round, top and down.”

Can your child find these words starting with a /kw/ sound (qu words)?

q (Can you make the “qu” quack like a duck?), quack, quail, quarter,

quartet, queen, question mark, quiet, quill, quilt, quiver, quoll

Remember, always use the sound of the letter, not its name.





“Top to bottom, up and over.”

Can your child find these words starting with a /rrrr/ sound?

r, rabbit, rainbow, rake, rat, reindeer, rhinoceros and calf, ring, robot,

rocket, roller skates, rooster, rose

Remember, always use the sound of the letter, not its name.





“Back and round.”

Can your child find these words starting with a /ssss/ sound?

s, scissors, seahorse, seal, snail, snake, snowman, squirrel, stable,

starfish, stars, sun, swans with cygnets

Remember, always use the sound of the letter, not its name.





“Down, across.”

Can your child find these words starting with a /t/ sound?

t, tap, Tasmanian devil, teddy/teddy bear, tepee/tent, Tim with tie,

tiger with cub, tip truck (US dump truck), toes, toothbrush, tortoise,

tractor, train, tram, trees, turtle

Remember, always use the sound of the letter, not its name.





“Down, round, up, down.”

Can your child find these words starting with an /u/ sound?

u, udder (milking a goat), ugly, ultralight, umbrella, umpire, under,

underwater, unhappy, unusual friends, up, upside down

Remember, always use the sound of the letter, not its name.





“Down, up.”

Can your child find these words starting with a /vvvv/ sound?

v (valley), vacuum cleaner, van, vegetables, Velociraptors, vest, vet,

vice, vines in a vineyard, viola, violet, violin, volcano, Volkswagen, vulture

Remember, always use the sound of the letter, not its name.





“Down, up, down, up.”

Can your child find these words starting with a /w/ sound?

w, wallaby (with joey), walruses, wasp, watermelon, wave, web, whale,

wheelchair race, windmill, window, windsurfer, wings, wombats (one

with joey), worms

Remember, always use the sound of the letter, not its name.





“Down, down.”

Can your child find these words that include a /ks/ sound (x)?

x (Chop with your axe.), box, cox, fix, fox, ibex, mix, sax (saxophone),

six, Tyrannosaurus rex, oxen/ox cart, wax, X-ray

Remember, always use the sound of the letter, not its name.





“Down, down.”

Can your child find these words starting with a /y/ sound?

y (Yell, “yes!”), yabby, yacht, yak, yam, yawn, year, yellow paint,

yell/yes, yoghurt/yum, yoke, yolk, yoyo, yurt

Remember, always use the sound of the letter, not its name.





“Across, down, across.”

Can your child find these words starting with a /zzzz/ sound?

z, zebra and foal, zero, zigzag, zip (US zipper), zither, Zodiac, zoo,

zoom lens

Remember, always use the sound of the letter, not its name.
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Lizard, Losch13, https://pixabay.com/photos/gecko-lizard-tokhe-reptile-239812/

Lyrebird, Geoffrey Moore, https://unsplash.com/photos/i4kKW3wVnHs

Magnet, Clker-Free-Vector-Images, https://pixabay.com/vectors/magnet-horseshoe-nails-

magnetic-29094/

Magnifying glass, Mick Haupt, https://unsplash.com/photos/eQ2Z9ay9Wws

Match, Devon Chandler, https://pixabay.com/photos/match-fire-shadow-flame-burn-1926641/

Milk, azerbaijan_stockers, https://www.freepik.com/free-photo/fresh-milk-mug-jug-wooden-

table_10787998.htm

Moon, Francesco Ungaro, https://www.pexels.com/photo/luminous-full-moon-on-dark-sky-

4649391/

Mountain (Cradle Mountain), Siggy Nowak, https://pixabay.com/photos/lake-nature-travel-

exploration-6657498/

Mushrooms, Amanda Martin, https://pixabay.com/photos/mushroom-food-fungus-wood-

cooking-3127709/

Nail, Evgeny Ignatik, https://pixabay.com/photos/a-hammer-repair-nail-to-fix-1240899/

Nativity set, Alexa Fotos, https://pixabay.com/photos/christmas-crib-figures-christmas-

1060026/

Neck, Magda Ehlers, https://www.pexels.com/photo/photograph-of-giraffe-1319515/

Needle and thread, Clker-Free-Vector-Images, https://pixabay.com/vectors/thread-yarn-

needle-knitting-sewing-307173/

Nest, Mauriciooliveira109, https://www.pexels.com/photo/tilt-shift-photo-of-two-white-bird-

eggs-on-a-nest-972994/

Net, Pixabay, https://www.pexels.com/photo/ball-on-hoop-358042/

Nib, Aaron Burden, https://unsplash.com/photos/y02jEX_B0O0

Notes, rawpixel.com, https://www.freepik.com/free-vector/music-background_4239655.htm



Numbat, Seashalia, https://pixabay.com/photos/animal-numbat-mammal-species-fauna-

4070485/

Observatory, Kelly, https://www.pexels.com/photo/observatory-during-nighttime-2928587/

Octagon (stop sign), elljay, https://pixabay.com/photos/stop-sign-stop-sign-red-traffic-

1110087/

Octopus, Diane Picchiottino, https://unsplash.com/photos/dW0gfo__uU8

Olives and olive oil, Roberta Sorge, https://unsplash.com/photos/uOBApnN_K7w

Oranges, WikimediaImages, https://pixabay.com/photos/fruits-healthy-vitamins-eat-diet-

2202426/

Origami, Clker-Free-Vector-Images, https://pixabay.com/vectors/origami-paper-art-swan-

crane-305636/

Ostrich with eggs and chicks, Barbara Fraatz, https://pixabay.com/photos/strauss-ostrich-bird-

ratite-4767169/

Otters, Onkel Ramirez, https://pixabay.com/photos/zoo-tiergarten-sch%c3%b6nbrunn-otter-

2652488/

Oxen, Public Domain, author unknown,

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Medievalplowingwoodcut.jpg

Panda, Jay Wennington, https://unsplash.com/photos/s-fD5Tpew2k

Parachutes, Gunter Schneider, https://pixabay.com/photos/parachutes-landing-put-on-

exercise-4773227/

Peacock, Ivan Botha, https://unsplash.com/photos/Xh258EDBQnk

Peas, Ruslana Babenko, https://pixabay.com/photos/pea-pod-green-vegetables-plant-

2469490/

Pelican, wasi1370, https://pixabay.com/photos/pelican-white-pelican-large-beak-3395012/

Penguin with chick, Siggy Nowak, https://pixabay.com/photos/penguins-emperor-penguins-

baby-429134/

Pig and piglet, David Mark, https://pixabay.com/photos/pig-sow-piglet-nursing-animals-

139712/

Piano, Elina Fairytale, https://www.pexels.com/photo/a-boy-playing-the-piano-5859803/

Pineapple, nguyen ngoc tung, https://unsplash.com/photos/ZkG4JdoMANM

Planets, 0fjd125gk87, https://pixabay.com/photos/solar-system-sun-mercury-venus-439046/

Platypus, http://yesofcorsa.com/platypus/

Quack, Sharon de Groot, https://www.shutterstock.com/image-photo/profile-duck-beak-open-

showing-teeth-1525672904

Quail, Elisa Stone, https://unsplash.com/photos/w4-g8phl524

Quartet, David Mark, https://pixabay.com/photos/quartet-tokyo-stage-strings-87084/

Queen, chrisdorney, https://www.shutterstock.com/image-photo/isle-man-circa-1978-used-

british-168289799

Quiet, Alexander Krivitskiy, https://pixabay.com/photos/thank-you-for-not-sacrificing-

4654543/

Quill, Chris Chow, https://unsplash.com/photos/YO8KdpMh0PY

Quiver, Boris Sapov, https://pixabay.com/photos/quiver-archer-leather-accessories-1552341/

Quoll, Penny, https://pixabay.com/photos/quoll-marsupial-predator-carnivore-6490839/



Rabbit, No-longer-here, https://pixabay.com/photos/bunny-rabbit-pet-cute-brown-164948/

Rainbow, PublicDomainPictures, https://pixabay.com/photos/rainbow-beautiful-devon-nature-

sun-1909/

Rake, Beverly Buckley, https://pixabay.com/photos/rake-garden-work-tool-gardening-

3066255/

Rat, Vitalii Hulai, https://www.shutterstock.com/image-photo/black-rat-isolated-on-white-

126884789

Reindeer, Julita, https://pixabay.com/photos/lapland-reindeer-snow-parish-dec-4688371/

Rhinoceros and calf, Nel Botha, https://pixabay.com/photos/rhino-rhinoceros-white-rhino-calf-

4997858/

Robot, Kindel Media, https://www.pexels.com/photo/full-shot-of-robot-toy-8566474/

Rocket, NASA, https://unsplash.com/photos/JkaKy_77wF8

Roller skates, Susan Weber, https://unsplash.com/photos/9RuN5pzalr4

Rooster, Pexels, https://pixabay.com/photos/rooster-chicken-male-cockscomb-1867562/

Rose, Jorg Moller, https://pixabay.com/photos/rose-flower-dew-dewdrops-339236/

Scissors, Cristobal Montenegro, https://pixabay.com/photos/scissors-green-gray-stationery-

476678/

Seahorse, Valkyrie Pierce, https://unsplash.com/photos/_kKlxpLdoZQ

Seal, Daniel Lee, https://www.pexels.com/photo/brown-seal-3187036/

Snail, Ralphs_fotos, https://pixabay.com/photos/snail-shell-mollusc-sensor-mucus-4291296/

Squirrel, E A, https://www.pexels.com/photo/selective-focus-photography-of-squirrel-

1161556/

Starfish, Kevin C. Charpentier, https://www.pexels.com/photo/a-starfish-on-the-corals-

8012451/

Sun, NASA, https://unsplash.com/photos/JHyiw_dpALk

Swans, suju-foto, https://pixabay.com/photos/swans-family-swan-water-white-2441210/

Tap, Rob Owen-Wahl, https://pixabay.com/photos/connection-connector-drop-faucet-

1239367/

Tasmanian devil, Penny, https://pixabay.com/photos/tasmanian-devil-marsupial-animal-

6493400/

Teddy, Carter Baran, https://unsplash.com/photos/75IgLbgqRls

Tepee (tent), Martin Krotil, https://pixabay.com/photos/indian-tent-teepee-jindrichovice-

71222/

Tim with tie, J. Barry Laurance Studio, Hobart, Tasmania (Used with permission.)

Tiger with cub, Waldemar Brandt, https://www.pexels.com/photo/photo-of-tiger-and-cub-

lying-down-on-grass-2541239/

Tip truck (US dump truck), Scottslm, https://pixabay.com/photos/dump-truck-red-white-

dumping-6012254/

Tortoise, Pixabay, https://www.pexels.com/photo/black-tortoise-standing-162307/

Tractor, Mark Stebnicki, https://www.pexels.com/photo/man-riding-on-riding-mower-carrying-

hays-in-the-middle-of-field-2253359/

Train, Felix Mittermeier, https://www.pexels.com/photo/brown-train-railway-2832046/

Tram, Lisa, https://www.pexels.com/photo/people-at-city-1534560/



Trees, jplenio, https://pixabay.com/photos/trees-wilderness-nature-woods-3822149/

Turtle, Daniel Torobekov, https://www.pexels.com/photo/sea-turtle-swimming-in-sea-

10498908/

Ultralight, Zhenyu Ye, https://unsplash.com/photos/VmNu6uNp1og

Umbrella, Victoria_Art, https://pixabay.com/photos/puddle-kid-street-after-rain-2863648/

Umpire, malcolm west, https://pixabay.com/photos/field-hockey-sport-competition-5359258/

Under, Ron Lach, https://www.pexels.com/photo/a-cute-little-boy-hiding-under-the-couch-

9478779/

Vacuum cleaner, Gustavo Fring, https://www.pexels.com/photo/boy-cleaning-the-living-room-

3890165/

Vegetables, congerdesign, https://pixabay.com/photos/vegetables-basket-vegetable-basket-

752153/

Velociraptor, blueringmedia, https://www.freeimages.com/photo/flashcard-letter-v-is-for-

velociraptor-2474024

Vest, u_lduxeoh3lx, https://pixabay.com/photos/worker-hi-viz-vest-7212655/

Vines in a vineyard, Willi Stengel, https://pixabay.com/photos/wine-wine-harvest-grapes-

vintage-2799719/

Volcano, Enrique, https://pixabay.com/photos/landscape-volcano-eruption-wash-4129533/

Vulture, Ingrid, https://pixabay.com/photos/vulture-bird-wildlife-nature-3329814/

Wallaby, James Wainscoat, https://unsplash.com/photos/A-uSzJPWJ04

Walruses, Jay Ruzesky, https://unsplash.com/photos/h13Y8vyIXNU

Wasp, Wayne, https://pixabay.com/photos/wasp-insect-arthropod-winged-564609/

Watermelon, Stephanie Albert, https://pixabay.com/photos/watermelon-fruit-fresh-melon-

juicy-3584717/

Wave, alexandre saraiva carniato, https://www.pexels.com/photo/man-surfing-wave-on-surf-

board-in-ocean-2565423/

Web, Felix Besombes, https://unsplash.com/photos/fzl1PESJfOE

Whale, Brigitte Werner, https://pixabay.com/photos/humpback-whale-natural-spectacle-

436115/

Wheelchair race, wal_172619, https://pixabay.com/photos/wheelchair-racing-paralympics-

race-6660177/

Windmill, Stephanie Klepacki, https://unsplash.com/photos/_99eH47vTwM

Window, Rob Wingate, https://unsplash.com/photos/Fd9tUmRBJzk

Windsurfer, Renan_Brun, https://pixabay.com/photos/windsurfing-waves-sea-surf-wind-

5097114/

Wings, homecare119, https://pixabay.com/photos/bird-fluttering-berries-wings-tit-1045954/

Wombat, Meg Jerrard, https://unsplash.com/photos/mnHs4boXT_0

Wombat with joey in pouch, Matt Jones, CC licence,

https://www.flickr.com/photos/blackbeltjones/5273965390/

Worms, https://yesofcorsa.com/worms/

Arrow for cox, http://cliparts.co/clipart/2314635



Box, Anna Shvets, https://www.pexels.com/photo/boy-in-white-crew-neck-t-shirt-inside-a-box-

3905696/

Fox, 14481, https://pixabay.com/photos/fox-red-redfox-whiskers-animal-71826/

Ibex, sharkolot, https://pixabay.com/photos/animal-siberian-ibex-ibex-horns-7120261/

Mix, Sincerely Media, https://unsplash.com/photos/AgkDqFF2smM

Sax, RODNAE Productions, https://www.pexels.com/photo/man-in-black-long-sleeves-

saxophone-7502113/

Tyrannosaurus rex, Maegan Thomas, https://pixabay.com/photos/extinct-predator-dinosaur-t-

rex-4353745/

Oxen/ox cart, Daniel Kirsch, https://pixabay.com/photos/ox-cart-harvest-rice-farmer-simple-

4550840/

Wax, Steve Buissinne, https://pixabay.com/photos/candle-candle-wax-candlelight-397965/

X-ray, Pixabay, https://www.pexels.com/photo/black-and-white-bones-hand-x-ray-207496/

Yabby, S. & J. Woods, “Kyalla”, Corrigin, WA (yabby growers and processors)

Yacht, Paul Brennan, https://pixabay.com/photos/sailboat-sail-sailing-boat-river-1572874/

Yak, J. & M. Cannell

Yellow paint, OCAL, http://www.clker.com/clipart-yellow-paint-with-paint-brush.html

Yoghurt/yum, Wolfgang Eckert, https://pixabay.com/photos/boy-nibble-yogurt-spoon-face-

2955684/

Yoke, Gerhard, https://pixabay.com/photos/animal-cow-ox-beef-isolated-yoke-2887950/

Yoyo, ANTUMDELUGE, http://www.clker.com/clipart-63872.html

Zebras, Barbara Fraatz, https://pixabay.com/photos/zebra-baby-baby-animal-zebra-4244667/

Zigzag, Stefan Schweihofer, https://pixabay.com/photos/zigzag-sewing-machine-embroidery-

467588/

Zip (US zipper), Mabel Amber, https://pixabay.com/photos/zipper-fastener-zippered-unzip-

3484702/

Zither, public domain,

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e2/MIDPTR_619a_2005_rotated_contras

t-enhanced.jpg

Zodiac, Richard Revel, https://pixabay.com/photos/zodiac-pneumatic-boat-motorboat-

1977467/

Zoo, Graphics RF, https://www.vecteezy.com/vector-art/431704-wild-animals-under-zoo-si

gn

Zoom lens, Engin Akyurt, https://pixabay.com/photos/photographer-machine-lens-3775705/


